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Recycling Policy
“Achieving Excellence Together in a Caring Community”

Date of Policy: December 2010

Review Date:   December 2013

Dorchester Primary School is committed to taking responsibility for the effects of our actions upon the environment in which we live, work and relax.  We will care for our world and its resources and promote an understanding of sustainability.

We understand the sustainability principles of Reduce, Re-use and Recycle and will strive to implement these principles in the following ways:

Reduce, Re–use, Recycle, Restore and Respect

Reduce

Energy

· We will switch off lights when they are not in use.
· We will turn off computers and projectors when not in use.

· We will not leave any equipment on standby mode.
· We will keep outside doors shut in cold weather.

· We will make sure we turn off taps when they are no longer needed.

Paper

      We will reduce the amount of paper we use in our classrooms by:-

· Writing and printing on both side of the paper whenever possible.

· We will aim to send out letters to parents via parent mail by January 2012.

· Each class will have a waste paper box to enable us to re-cycle our paper.

· We will plan carefully and only order the paper we need

Transport

· We will continue to promote walking to school (please see School Travel Plan).

· We will continue to take part in the cycling proficiency scheme to encourage safe cycling.

· We will encourage pupils to scoot to school.
· We will encourage staff to share transport when going on courses etc.

Re-use
Paper

· The whole school will re-use any paper as scrap when possible.
· Each class will try to make use of discarded paper for notes.
· Display paper will be taken down carefully and re-used wherever possible.

· Paper will be used on both sides wherever possible.
Clothing/uniform

· Staff will ensure that unwanted uniform is re-distributed or sold to other pupils.

· Staff will arrange collections for any unwanted clothes in Bertie Bin.
Junk/containers

· The DT curriculum will promote the use of a variety of tins, containers to make items for a purpose e.g. musical instrument.

· Pupils will wash out suitable containers for re-use in junk modelling.
ICT equipment

· Computers will be recycled through the Computer Aid International Charity.

· Other equipment will be recycled through Sutton Local Authority.
Food/Gardening
· Year 6 will sell fruit on a Friday before school; free fruit will be available to all nursery, Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 pupils daily. 

· Pupils are encouraged to bring their own fruit for play times in Key Stage 2.
· The Gardening Club meet weekly and plan, grow and eat a variety of organic fruit and vegetables.
· We will endeavour to compost the remains of the fruit.

· Gardening waste will be put into the school compost bins.

Water

· The water left in water bottles or in the jugs at lunchtime will be used to water plants in the garden.
· Rainwater collected in the water butts will be used to water plants and the grass.

Recycle
· Paper is collected in boxes in every class room and office area. This will be collected on a regular basis by monitors and placed in the green paper recycling box on site.

· Plastic bottles and containers will be collected in the labelled recycling bin.
· Office staff will ensure that we have an agreement with an approved recycling contractor who compiles with current legislation on waste and recycling.

· Office staff will arrange collection of ink cartridges and batteries from school to be recycled.

· Staff and pupils will continue to increase the amount of waste food that is composted within the school. The Gardening Club will use any compost produced.

· Staff will try to use and source recycled products as much as possible.
Restore

· School habitats such as the pond, hedgerows and the “Quietopia” environmental area are used by the children to study flora and fauna and their habitat.
· Children will be encouraged to return all living creatures to their original habitat.

· Areas disturbed by sport, by accident, or by malicious damage will, if possible, be restored to its original condition.

· Children will be encouraged to treat all school equipment with respect. 
· Books and other equipment will be repaired wherever possible.

Respect

· Our first and most important school rule is that we will respect one another. This rule will permeate all we do whether it is discussing global issues, welcoming people of different races, faiths, abilities, or dealing on a daily basis with each other.

· We will extend this respect to the environment and all living creatures.

Responsibility

· It is the responsibility of the whole school community to work together to achieve our recycling goals.
· The school will work closely with the Local Authority Waste Disposal and Recycling Team.

· Our school is hoping to gain the Green Flag Award as a result of some of the above ideas.

Monitoring and impact of Policy
· Our annual pupil and parents’ surveys will have relevant questions linked to the policy.

· Observation of particular children and around the school will be a good indication of the success of some of these strategies.

· Events such as assemblies, the annual Eco week, children’s work will be another way of measuring the effectiveness of this policy.
The Eco committee will monitor the levels of recycling annually.
The Eco committee will review this policy in December 2013.
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