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At Dorchester Primary we define the term Foundation Stage as the period of time that children spend in the Nursery and / or Reception classes. We value the early years as a vital stage in education and consider a Foundation Stage policy necessary but it should be read in conjunction with all other school policies. 
The Nature of the Foundation Stage Education

The Foundation Stage education provides the opportunity for the learning and development of skills, attitudes and understanding so that children can lead full, satisfying lives and become confident, active members of a diverse and constantly changing society.
The aims of our Foundation Stage Curriculum

Through this stage we aim:

· to provide a happy, secure, rich and stimulating environment in which children acquire the  essential skills, concepts, attitudes and knowledge to enable them to be independent, thinking, caring pupils. 

· to develop a child’s positive attitude to learning and encourage them to strive to

     achieve their best.

· to extend children’s levels of social, emotional, physical and intellectual development.

· to provide opportunities for structured activities that build on first hand experiences  and extend their interests and learning.  

· to provide opportunities for children to investigate, explore, experiment, plan and make decisions for themselves and make mistakes without experiencing a sense of failure.
· to encourage independence, confidence and effective learning.

· to acknowledge that the children’s first educators are their parents and aim to work in partnership to build upon and further develop the children’s existing skills and knowledge.

· to encourage children to communicate or talk about their learning and build relationships with adults and other children.

· to offer equal opportunity for all children and value them as individuals.

· to ensure that children fulfill their learning potential by matching learning experiences to individual needs.
· to provide a carefully planned  broad and balanced curriculum which helps all children achieve the early learning goals by the end of the Foundation Stage and where appropriate allows  children go beyond it.

· to provide a structure which ensures a smooth transition for pupils entering our school, transferring from the nursery into a reception class and from reception into year 1.

· to provide a structure from which we can ensure continuity and progression within the school and for transfer to other schools.

Areas of Learning for the Foundation Stage 

At Dorchester Primary the DCSF Curriculum Guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage is followed. The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is organised into six areas of learning;

· personal, social and emotional development

· communication, language and literacy

· problem solving, reasoning and numeracy
· knowledge and understanding of the world

· physical development

· creative development

The Early Learning Goals establish expectations for most children to reach by the end of the Foundation Stage. Each area of learning is subdivided into Stepping Stones which identify developing knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes that children need to achieve if they are to achieve these early learning goals by the end of the Foundation Stage. When necessary staff follow the National Curriculum for Key Stage 1 to meet individual needs. 

Admission to the Foundation Stage

Fifty-two children are admitted into the nursery class: twenty-six in the morning and the remainder in the afternoon. Each teaching session is 2½ hours. The nursery has two intakes: one in September and another in January. Each child completes at least three terms in the nursery class on this part time basis. The children entering the nursery will have turned 3 by August 31st.
Up to 60 children can be admitted into the reception classes in September.

All children will experience three terms in a reception class and the children will move into  Year 1, Key Stage 1 in the following September. Each teaching day is approximately four and half hours.

Organisation of the Teaching in the Foundation Stage

The staff plan carefully and effectively using the Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage to meet the needs of the children. The nursery and reception classes follow the objectives set in the Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage and begin to use the objectives for Literacy and Numeracy set in the Primary National Strategy in the last term of reception. The Primary National Strategy’s phonics resource ‘Letters and Sounds’ is also being implemented in the Foundation Stage.
The sessions employ a variety of teaching and learning styles through a topic based approach. The following opportunities are provided for:

· through practical and first hand experiences;

· reflection and talk to reinforce understanding;

· the development of skills and extension of knowledge;

· the use and application of knowledge, skills and understanding in familiar and new situations;

· a range of child -led activities as well as teacher directed activities to inform staff of learning behaviour.

The nursery children have a variety of activities to work at independently or led by an adult daily. The reception children have daily literacy and numeracy sessions. The other areas of learning are covered throughout the week.  This method of teaching has proved to be successful in Dorchester Primary as the children are fully prepared for the Key Stage 1 curriculum when they enter Year 1.  
SEN

All pupils at Dorchester Primary School are valued equally, irrespective of ability, race, gender, class and community. A graduated approach, working collaboratively with colleagues in school including the Foundation Stage Manager and SENCO, identifies and meets the needs of SEN pupils. The Code of Practice omits any reference to gifted children but at our school we recognise that such children have special educational needs. Individual teachers assisted by the Foundation Stage or Subject Co-ordinators devise ways in which the curriculum can be developed to meet the needs of exceptionally bright pupils.

ICT

Pupils are given the opportunity to develop and apply their ICT capability within the

Foundation Stage. The children have the opportunity to apply their ICT skills on the computers and Smartboards in the classes or the computers in the ICT suite. A variety of computer software is available for children to develop cross -curricular skills. The children use the internet to access specific websites and programmable toys, tape recorders and cameras are also used to enhance their knowledge of the uses of technology in the world.

Equal Opportunity

The school seeks to provide a differentiated Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, which is sufficiently broad, balanced and relevant to meet the needs of each pupil and ensures equality of access for all. In all activities and uses of resources, positive images and examples are used from a variety of cultures wherever possible. There is an awareness of the difficulties faced by some bilingual children in their understanding of specific vocabulary within the various early learning areas.

Continuity and Progression

We aim to build upon and develop the children’s pre-school experiences. Continuity and progression are ensured through year group planning, liaison between year groups and through discussion between teachers. The school schemes, curriculum guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage and the Primary National Strategy are followed as planned. Child profiles and assessment folders are passed on as the child progresses from class to class and on to new schools. A meeting is also arranged in the summer term for reception and year 1 staff to discuss the current cohort moving up to year 1, where profile scores and levels of attainment can be discussed. 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting

When children start in the Nursery staff assess the children using the Foundation Stage Stepping Stones. Children are tracked and reassessed at the end of nursery to provide a measure of progress. When children start in the reception classes, the staff assess the children through observations and initial assessments, placing them on the Foundation Stage Profile. Assessments are entered termly onto the Eye Profile to allow tracking of children’s progress to the end of the Key Stage. This information is forwarded to the DCSF annually at the end of June. Profiles are kept to show evidence of children’s progress against the early learning goals and national curriculum levels where appropriate. The whole school assessment framework is also an ongoing assessment for individual children during the Foundation Stage. These assessments are kept in the children’s assessment folders in reception. This information is then passed on to year 1 teachers in the summer term, in order for them to prepare for the following autumn. A moderation file is also kept by the Foundation Stage Co-ordinator containing representative samples of the children’s work from these folders.

Staff report to the parents on children’s attainment from these assessments. Children’s targets are discussed at Home/School consultations and a report written at the end of a child’s time in Nursery or the Reception class. 

Home/School Partnership 

We aim to involve parents as much as possible in their child’s educational development. Before children enter nursery and reception, parents are invited to an introductory evening where they can find out about daily routines and they also have the opportunity to ask questions about the forthcoming academic year. At the beginning of the year, parents and children are invited in to meet their new teacher and to visit their new classroom. Every term, the Foundation Stage Team send home an ‘All About Me’ sheet for parents and children to complete together about their child’s interests which helps inform future planning. Each half term a learning web is given to parents about the forthcoming topic. The children are encouraged to share/read books with their parents on a weekly basis and in the nursery they asked to draw a picture or write about a book in their home learning book (see school home learning policy). In reception the children are also given a weekly activity relevant to the work completed in school.
Monitoring and Evaluation

The Foundation Stage Manager and the Head Teacher are actively involved in monitoring, evaluating and auditing the implementation of the Foundation Stage. Discussions at staff meetings, year meetings as well as supporting individual teachers give regular feedback to the Foundation Stage Manager and the senior leadership team.

The Role of the Foundation Stage Manager
The Manager’s responsibilities are as follows: -

· To monitor teaching throughout the Foundation Stage.

· To support staff in the delivery and implementation of the Foundation Stage.

· To ensure continuity across the nursery and reception classes.

· To monitor medium term plans, lesson observations and ensure team working effectively.

· To review the Foundation Stage procedures.

· To ensure all children make a smooth transition from the Foundation Stage to Key Stage 1.

Adopted by staff and governors

To be reviewed annually
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