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Statement of Purpose
At Dorchester Primary School, our central purpose is to provide an inclusive education, giving all children equal opportunities to access all areas of the curriculum, irrespective of any differences of ability, race or gender.

We believe that it is crucial to encourage all our children to achieve the highest possible standards.  We do this through taking account of each child’s life experiences and needs.

A number of our children have particular learning and assessment requirements, which are linked to their progress in learning English as an additional language.

Children who are learning English as an additional language have skills and knowledge about language similar to monolingual English-speaking children.  Their ability to participate in the full curriculum may be in advance of their communicative skills in English.

This policy has been agreed by the Governing Body and has been made known to all staff and should be read in conjunction with all school curriculum policies.
Nature of subject/Definition
EAL learners in school come from a variety of language and literacy backgrounds. Some have arrived at school having had a certain amount of exposure to the English language and the local culture; others are newcomers to both. Some have developed literacy skills in their home language; others are pre-literate. Some have comparable schooling to their age equivalent peers; others may have experienced interrupted or no previous education.
Aims:
· To improve the speaking and listening, reading and writing of English of children who are learning English as an additional language.

· To support access to a broad early years curriculum and to the National Curriculum, by improving children’s fluency and providing bilingual support as appropriate.

· To integrate new children in to the school in order to ensure that they gain access to the curriculum and academic achievement.

· To use school, borough and government resources effectively to raise the attainment of children for EAL children.   

· To identify and make maximum use of opportunities for modelling fluent use of English, and to provide opportunities for children to practise and extend their use of English.

· To encourage and enable parental support in improving children’s attainment.

The overriding aims of this policy are to ensure that we meet the full range of needs of those children who are learning English as an additional language.  This is in line with the requirements of the Race Relations Act 1976
Outcomes
· To ensure that all bilingual EAL learners participate in and gain access to mainstream and National Curriculum provision.

· To support bilingual EAL learners in their acquisition of English language skills across the curriculum.

· To ensure that bilingual EAL learners attain National Curriculum levels appropriate to their intellectual ability.

· To develop resources, including home language materials, that will enhance the linguistic skills and conceptual understanding of bilingual EAL learners.

· To develop home/school/community links.7 Governors’
Children’s Experiences

Some withdrawal support for EAL may take place at times but should be agreed by the EAL teacher and class teacher for a defined period of time.  The support should be clearly linked to the National Curriculum and reviewed regularly.  The support may be used to address a particular language or learning focus.  These may include:

· Introduction to new language based around specific topics new to the class
· Learning opportunities for phonics/letters and sounds to develop early reading and writing skills across all year groups

· Speaking and listening groups based on the Talking Partners
· Intensive support for older bilingual pupils at a very early stage of learning English
All other times the children will be given appropriate planned work within the classroom setting.
School Provision

Ensuring access to the curriculum by:

· Using accessible texts and materials that suit children’s ages and levels of learning;

· Providing support through ICT, video or audio materials, dictionaries and translators, visual support materials, readers and amanuenses;

· Using the home or first language where appropriate

Resources
Staff survival guide pack in each classroom

Bilingual books and dictionaries – in classes and library area
http://www.emaonline.org.uk/ema/
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk
Implementation and Organisation
· Learning support assistants allow children to work in smaller groups and increase opportunities for modelling language structures and for conversations between adults and children.

· Additional small group support to target groups of children who are operating at a level or more behind that which would be expected for their age/time in school.

Time commitment

EAL children will be given differentiated tasks appropriate to the support they need throughout the day planned for by the class teacher.
When provided the Sutton EAL advisor will work with small groups  across the allocation time slots.
Assessment/recording and reporting
When the children first arrive at the school they will be assessed using the EAL assessment tracking sheet. This will enable the class teacher to have a baseline assessment. The tracking sheet covers three terms and is colour coded to show clear progress. The assessment sheet is used until the child has Level 1 secure language. Following the tracking sheet, the children will then be assessed on the NC levels. 
Responsibilities
All staff have responsibility for:

· Modelling good use of English, in extended sentences and encouraging children to do the same

· Communicating to children that they are expected to speak clearly and audibly, using more than single words as appropriate

· Communicating to children that they are expected to listen and respond when someone speaks to them

All teaching staff have responsibility for:

· Planning work in the context of children’s stage of fluency and anticipating opportunities for developing use of English.  Planning a clearly identified language focus for each lesson, which will aid second language acquisition and is made explicit to the pupils

· Setting targets for improving oracy and Speaking & Listening

· Assessing and tracking progress in Speaking & Listening

Role of Co-ordinator
· Identifying and providing resources which support children learning English as an additional language

· Updating Speaking and Listening assessments each term in partnership with class teachers

Home/School Partnership
We value the supportive role parents play and encourage links between home and school. We aim to involve parents as much as possible in their child’s learning and any further support necessary.

Monitoring of this policy
· Members of the Senior Leadership Team and the Chair of the Curriculum Committee Governor.
Adopted by staff and governors September 2011
To be reviewed tri-annually
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