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Dorchester Primary
Policy for Collective Worship

 “Achieving Excellence Together in a Caring Community”

Policy Date: June 2009

Review Date: June 2012

Statement of purpose:

The Collective Worship Policy at Dorchester School pays due regard to statutory requirements, and has taken account of the guidance offered by the LEA through its SACRE (Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education). The Collective Worship Policy of Dorchester School is consonant with the philosophy and aims of the school as expressed in the school prospectus.
Definition:

Collective Worship is a time when the whole school, or groups within the school meet together in order to consider and reflect on common concerns, issues and interests.  It offers all students an opportunity to worship through engaging in relevant, meaningful experiences and provides opportunities for the students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

Objectives

· To use the Sutton Guidelines for Collective Worship as a basis to developing practice:-  particularly Sections 4 and 5.

· To plan in advance weekly themes for each school year so that staff use any relevant themes in their planning of R.E. or P.S.H.E.

· To keep weekly plans of actual assemblies.

· To provide opportunity for all children to participate.

· To develop an awareness and appreciation of a wide range of music through listening to music and the singing of hymns and religious/faith songs.

· To strike a balance between religious readings/stories and stories with a moral.

Aims:

For the School:

Collective Worship contributes significantly to the ethos of Dorchester School and it is our aim  that it is a time when the school community can:

· share common aims and values

· celebrate  achievement and special times 

· explore together the world in which we live 

· develop a community spirit
For the Pupils:

We also intend that Collective Worship contributes to the development of the pupil as a ‘whole’ person by providing opportunities to:

· worship that which is considered worthy

· consider spiritual and moral issues

· explore their own beliefs

· develop their own spirituality

· reinforce positive attitudes

· participate and respond
· reflect on what it means to be human

Methodology

The content of all acts of Collective Worship will be considered carefully to ensure relevance and suitability for the ages, aptitudes and backgrounds of all students.  The assembly theme sheet lists topics, special occasions and events, but will be flexible to allow the inclusion of current and topical issues.  Visitors are welcome to lead Collective Worship from time to time and will be given guidance in this from Head.
The Act of Collective Worship

A variety of teaching and learning styles and active and interactive methods are appropriate in acts of Collective Worship.  There will be an opportunity for students to reflect in silence or in prayer. Each Class should participate in a daily act of worship, whether in class or together as a Key Stage or as a Whole School. These should be predominantly Christian with stories and examples from other world religions studied in School ( Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism).
Withdrawal

Any parent who objects to their child attending an act of Collective Worship, when the theme is of a particular religious nature, may request that their child is withdrawn.  Parents are encouraged to discuss this with the Headteacher.  Any pupil who is withdrawn from an act of Collective Worship will be supervised during that time by a member of the school staff.

Staff also have the right to withdraw from School gatherings for religious reasons.  Any member of staff intending to withdraw must inform their line manager and the Headteacher well in advance of the event, as adequate supervision of students needs to be arranged. 

Collective worship should be time to reflect, celebrate and strive for inner peace and spiritual understanding.

Adopted by all staff and governors 
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