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A Whole School Policy for the Safe Care of 
Pets in school
“Achieving Excellence Together in a Caring Community”

Date of Policy: November 2010
Review Date:  November 2013
Context

Research has proved that pupils who take responsibility for pets in school develop a caring attitude towards animals and are keen to take on further responsibilities within school. 
Aims

We believe that pupils should have the opportunity to care for pets in school however they need to be cared for appropriately and staff need to be committed to supporting the pupils with the care and responsibility of pets.
Therefore at Dorchester Primary we aim:-

· to educate and encourage pupils to take responsibility for pets 
· to promote the proper care and procedures for caring for pets in school
· to give the opportunity for pupils to develop caring skills and knowledge in order to care for pets in their own home or in the future 

Objectives 

1. To ensure all pets are cared for appropriately in school. 

2. To ensure all pets have safe, cleaned homes and are given a healthy diet within an appropriate cage/tank.

3. To ensure that all pets are handled appropriately and safely at all times.
4. To ensure pupils gain knowledge and skills about animals in captivity.

Planning and Resources

· Only suitable pets will be kept in school e.g. fish or guinea pigs 
· The class teacher must take a shared responsibility for the pet with the pupils and ensure it has a safe and healthy life/visit. 
· Permission to have a pet or visiting animal in school must be sought from the Head teacher prior to its arrival.
Procedures
· Prior to any pet (permanent or visiting) a risk assessment should be completed by the class teacher;
· A letter must go to parents to seek out any information about any allergies e.g. to fur;
· A suitable home needs to be set up in a suitable place with appropriate equipment e.g. bedding, toys, water bottle, fresh water;
· The cage/tank must be placed in a well ventilated area away from radiators or bright light or loud noise;
· The house/cage/tank must be cleaned weekly;

· If the pet wanders onto floors or tables surfaces must be cleaned immediately after use with general purpose detergent and warm water;

· All animal scratches and bites must be washed immediately and if concerned a first aider should be contacted;

· The necessary arrangements need to be organised for the school holidays to ensure that the environment and welfare of the animal is suitable and sufficient;

· Animal food must be stored safely to prevent unauthorised access and vermin;
· Animals should not be allowed to wander unrestricted around the classroom;

· Fresh food should be offered daily and any uneaten surplus food removed before it begins to decompose;
· If appropriate, pets should be handled carefully on a daily basis;

· Pets need to be an environment or transferred to an environment which gives them sufficient exercise;

· Consideration must be taken towards the pets and they must not be deliberately frightened or in very noisy environments.
· Prior to a short visit by an animal, the care of the animal whilst on school site should be discussed with the pet owner;

· During short-term visits by animals as part of a scheme, the animals when brought into school must be well looked after as well as they would be when they are at their normal residences;
· Pupils must be taught not to lick their hands or fingers after touching animals
· After touching animals pupils must wash their hands with soap and warm water
· Animals should not be allowed to lick or be near pupils’ faces;

· If a pupil accidentally comes into contact with animal faeces or urine this must be washed off straight away;
· If an animal appears to be poorly or hurt advice should be sought from the RSPCC or local vet.
Health and Safety 

· Pupils must understand the need for the safe and responsible care for pets prior to their ownership.

· Staff are responsible for ensuring pupils follow the correct procedures to keep themselves and the pets safe and healthy.
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