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At Dorchester Primary School we believe that our central purpose is to provide an inclusive education, giving all children equal opportunities to access all areas of the curriculum, irrespective of any differences of ability, race or gender.
Nature of subject/Definition:

Science is the active exploration and study of the environment and the wider world around us. It allows pupils to interact with materials, objects and creatures, thus helping them to develop inquisitive and enquiring minds.

We aim to provide opportunities for children to investigate, explore, experiment, plan and make decisions for themselves and make mistakes without experiencing a sense of failure. This involves use of technology, using ICT tools and internet sources to find and record information.
Aims:

This policy is closely linked with the school’s policies on Teaching and Learning, Assessment and Equal Opportunities, and has strong links with Numeracy, ICT, Geography and PSHE.
The aims of the policy are to:
· To ensure that children develop a wide scientific knowledge and understanding of the world that they live in.
· To stimulate curiosity that relates to the interests of the children.
· To encourage children to use their own reasoning and investigative skills.

· To develop children’s powers of observation.
· To foster clear values and attitudes whereby the children learn to work well in groups, listen to ideas, are prepared to experiment with new ideas and respect evidence and others’ opinions.
· To understand, respect and work in tune with nature.
· To encourage safe working practices.
Outcomes:

Implementation of this policy will support the children in their capacity to:

· Stimulate their curiosity…

· To give opportunities for developing basic scientific concepts and apply scientific ideas and skills to real life problems.

The children will be encouraged to:

· Ask questions and make observations

· Predict outcomes

· Develop perseverance and a willingness to tolerate uncertainty

· Develop critical reflection and open-mindedness

· Have a respect for evidence

· To show a sensitivity to the living and non living environment

· Plan and carry out investigations

· Collect and record data using data handling skills (Numeracy & ICT)

· Search for and record information in a variety of forms (ICT)

· Use a variety of writing skills
· Evaluate their own work 
Children’s Experiences   
Children should be given the opportunity to work individually and in groups.

Groups of children should

· Vary in size from pairs to groups of four or five

· May be of mixed ability to enable those who are more capable to assist those who are less able
· May be of mixed or single gender

Resources

Dorchester Primary follows QCA scheme of work. Adding the Channel 4 scheme ‘Blue Dragon’ in KS1 and the BBC scheme ‘Pod’s Mission’ in lower KS2 complements this.

A complete range of comprehensive resources is available for use in both KS1 and KS2.

These include books, posters, charts, demonstration models, videos, CD Rom’s, internet sites and resources linked to all aspects of the Science Curriculum. Numerous resources are to be found in the co-ordinator folder.

In addition to this there is a large, outside environment and a quiet learning area, which in itself is a huge resource.

ICT Resources include useful website addresses, interactive posters for use on the SMART board, NGFL virtual experiments, overhead transparencies for graph work, videos, CD Roms, 3 computerised microscopes, LOGIT sensors
Pupils also visit off site facilities to enhance the science Curriculum

KS1 The Farm  - Reception
       Wetlands Centre - Reception
       Brooklands Motor Museum Year - 1
       Gatton Park  - Year 1

       The Science Museum  - Year 2

KS2  The Discovery Centre  - Year 3

        Seven Sisters Coastal Park - Year 4

        The Science Museum - Year 4

        Gatton Park  - Year 5

        Wisley Gardens – Year 6

        Morden Hall Park – Year 6
In addition to this outside agencies have visited the school.

KS1 and KS2  Kinetic Theatre
KS2 Learning Dome (mini Planetarium)
Eagle Heights  Bird of Prey Sanctuary
Assessment/Recording
At Dorchester assessment is regarded as part of the teaching – learning process.

Teacher assessment is an ongoing process during normal class activities.

Pupils are assessed in science in number of different ways

· Speaking and Listening, through teacher questioning, discussion and explanation

· Oral presentations
· Photographic evidence and teacher observation
· Marking work and giving oral feedback

· Summative, termly or unit assessments based on QCA curriculum for each year group. These are levelled assessments using the NC success criteria.

· Rigby Star assessments
· Self evaluation

Other forms of assessment take the form of work scans and lesson observations by the Science Co-ordinator to ensure continuity and progression throughout the whole of the school.
SEN

All pupils at Dorchester School are valued equally, irrespective of ability, race, class and community. A graduated approach, working collaboratively with colleagues in school including the class teacher and SENCO, identifies and meets the needs of SEN pupils. The Code of Practice omits any reference to gifted children but at our school we recognise that such children have special educational needs. Individual teachers assisted by the Subject Co-ordinators devise ways in which the curriculum can be developed to meet the needs of exceptionally bright pupils.
Role of Co-ordinator

This policy will be monitored by the Science co-ordinator regularly.  The co-ordinator will also ensure that the policy is working in practice and review it every two years. 

The co-ordinator will ensure that

· An action plan is written and a bid submitted to support it financially.
· Resources are monitored and ordered where necessary.
· Standards of teaching and learning are monitored in accordance with the monitoring schedule.
· Children’s work is reviewed and levelled where necessary.

· They attend appropriate in service training to keep abreast of current developments and initiatives which are in turn implemented into schemes of work.
· Inform colleagues of new ideas and changes in their subject.
· Colleagues are encouraged and supported in the delivery of their subject.
· They maintain an enthusiastic approach to their subject leadership.
Home/School Partnership

Parents will be expected to support their children with their science home learning and to praise the high standard of their work.
Equal Opportunities

· All pupils will have access to all forms of science irrespective of age, gender, race, disability, religion or belief.
· Individual different opinions and ideas will be respected and valued.
Monitoring of this policy
· Members of the Leadership Team and the Chair of the Curriculum Governor Committee will oversee the implementation of this policy

To be adopted by staff and governors

This policy will be reviewed in 2 years
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