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Policy for Religious Education (R.E) and Collective Worship

 “Achieving Excellence Together in a Caring Community”

Policy Date: June 2009

Review Date: June 2012

Statement of purpose:

At Dorchester Primary School we believe that our central purpose is to provide an inclusive education, giving all children equal opportunities to access all areas of the curriculum, irrespective of any differences of ability, race or gender.

Definition:

 Religious Education is a study of major world religions in the context of total inclusion of all religions represented in our school. The main focus is to develop knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith and a respect and understanding of other faiths represented in Great Britain.
Aims:

· To develop spiritual, personal and social skills
· To provide an environment where children can explore their feelings and beliefs 
· To prepare the children for the pluralistic society in which we live by encouraging tolerance and positive attitudes to others.
Methodology

RE is divided into 5 of the 6 world religions based on guidance from Sutton SACRE. They are Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism and Buddhism. Pupils are entitled to equal access to all areas; they are taught across both Key Stage one and Key stage Two

RE activities are organised at the discretion of the class teacher. Groupings of children may be individual, pairs, mixed or same ability groups or as a whole class. 

SEN

All pupils at Dorchester Primary School are valued equally, irrespective of ability, race, gender, class and community. A graduated approach, working collaboratively with colleagues in school including the class teacher and SENCO, identifies and meets the needs of SEN pupils. We also recognise that gifted children have special educational needs. Individual teachers assisted by the Subject Co-ordinators devise ways in which the curriculum can be developed to meet the needs of exceptionally talented pupils.

· Children on the SEN/Gifted and Talented register will have work differentiated appropriately.

· The PE curriculum should fulfil the needs of all pupils in line with our Special Needs Policy.

· Resources will be chosen carefully in order to match the learning needs of all children.

· Learning Support/Teaching Assistants will be deployed to support the learning of all children.

Organisation

All Key Stage One and Two classes will have one RE lesson weekly.

Time Commitment:

Key Stage 1:  45 minutes per week

Key Stage 2:    1 hour per week.

Outcomes: The children in their capacity to:
·  Understand what different religions believe that are represented in the local community

· Understand the differences between and within religions

· Give informed and considered responses to religious and moral issues

They will be encouraged to:

· Ask questions

· Find, collect and record information from a variety of sources (Books, CD ROMs, audio, visual, photos, paintings, Internet etc)

· Discuss and debate

· Use a variety of writing skills

· Prepare presentations (e.g. models, drama)

· Evaluate their own work.

Resources

Dorchester Primary School follows an adapted version of the Agreed syllabus from Sutton SACRE integrating QCA where applicable.

Comprehensive Resources are available for KS1 and 2 in the form of books, videos, posters/photo cards and CD ROMs.

A list of useful websites for topics in KS 1 and 2 has also been distributed to use with the Smart board.

Pupils also visit off site facilities to enhance the RE curriculum:  

KS1:   Christchurch with St Philips Church

KS2:  Wimbledon Synagogue, Buddhist Temple in Wimbledon, 

Visitors also come from Hindu and Muslim families connected to school.

Assessment
 Pupils are assessed in a variety of ways:

· Speaking and Listening

            e.g. Teachers’ questions and pupils’ responses, Pupils’ presentations.

· Marking work and oral feedback.

· Summative termly assessment for each year group.  These are set by Sutton SACRE.

· Self Evaluation

Other forms of assessment to ensure continuity and progression throughout  RE are work scans and lesson observations to be carried out by coordinator.

Monitoring/Role of Co-ordinator

This policy will be monitored by the RE co-ordinator regularly.  The co-ordinator will also ensure that the policy is working in practice and review it every two years. 

The co-ordinator will ensure that

· an action plan is written and a bid submitted to support it financially

· resources are monitored and ordered where necessary

· standards of teaching and learning are monitored in accordance with the monitoring schedule

· children’s work is reviewed and levelled where necessary

·  they attend appropriate in service training to keep abreast of current developments and initiatives which are in turn implemented into schemes of work

· inform colleagues of new ideas and changes in their subject

· colleagues are encouraged and supported in the delivery of their subject

· they maintain an enthusiastic approach to their subject leadership

This policy is closely linked with the school’s policies on Health and Safety, P.S.H.E., ICT, Promoting Good Behaviour and Assessment.

It aims to ensure that the above objectives are met with consistency.

Collective Worship

Objectives

· To use the Sutton Guidelines for Collective Worship as a basis to developing practice:-  particularly Sections 4 and 5.

· To plan in advance weekly themes for each school year so that staff use any relevant themes in their planning of R.E. or P.S.H.E.

· To keep weekly plans of actual assemblies.

· To provide opportunity for all children to participate.

· To develop an awareness and appreciation of a wide range of music through listening to music and the singing of hymns and religious/faith songs.

· To strike a balance between religious readings/stories and stories with a moral.

Each Class should participate in a daily act of worship, whether in class or together as a Key Stage or as a Whole School. These should be predominantly Christian with stories and examples from other world religions studied in School ( Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism). Parents have the right to withdraw their child from assembly.

Collective worship should be time to reflect, celebrate and strive for inner peace and spiritual understanding.

Adopted by all staff and governors
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