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Dorchester Primary School

A Policy for Modern Foreign Languages
“Achieving Excellence Together in a Caring Community”

Date of Policy: February 2011
Review Date:   February 2014
Statement of Purpose

At Dorchester Primary School, our central purpose is to provide an inclusive education, giving all children equal opportunities to access all areas of the curriculum, irrespective of any differences of ability, race or gender.

We believe that Modern Foreign Languages is an important subject and that it should be taught weekly encouraging pupils to have the confidence and ability to speak another language.
This policy has been agreed by the Governing Body and has been made known to all staff and should be read in conjunction with all school policies.
Nature of subject

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) is the study of languages that are spoken commonly throughout the world as well as the study of different cultures.

Aims

The main aim of teaching MFL is to develop children's linguistic competence and increase their cultural awareness by learning about different countries and their people.  Learning a language will enable children to acquire a life-long skill to be used in business or pleasure, to open up avenues of communication and exploration, and to promote, encourage and instil a broader cultural understanding.

Outcomes

Implementation of this policy will support the children in their capacity to:

· become increasingly familiar with the sounds and written form of a modern foreign language; 

· develop language skills and language-learning skills; 

· understand and communicate in a new language; 

· make comparisons between the foreign language and English or another language; 

· increase their cultural awareness by learning about different countries and their people.

· foster positive attitudes towards foreign language learning; 

· use their knowledge with growing confidence and competence to understand what they hear and read, and to express themselves in speech and in writing; 

· form a sound basis for further study at key stage 3 and beyond. 

Children’s Experiences

Children will be encouraged to:

· listen and respond to certain words, structures, phrases

· play games that require concentration on listening

· listen to audio, videotape or CD-ROM 

· listen to and attempt to retain a sequence of numbers, letters or words which children then repeat

· joining in with songs, poems and rhymes and then learning them by heart; 

· integrating previously learnt language with newly learnt language; 

· manipulating language,

· take part in pair and group work, 

· recording onto video- or audiotape,; 

· preparing for a presentation/assembly

· replacing visual cues gradually with text cues; 

· grouping similar sounds together; playing word games

· sorting and dictionary work; 

· creating and extending sentences using familiar language; 

· preparing text for a wall display or presentation. 
· find out about other cultures and beliefs.
School Provision

Children at Dorchester are encouraged to enjoy French once a week in Years 1, 2, 5 & 6.  Spanish is taught in Years 3 & 4.
Resources
Dorchester Primary School follow an adapted version of the QCA scheme of work. 

Comprehensive resources are available for Key Stage 2 in the form of books, videos, posters/photocards, games.  

A list of useful websites has also been distributed to use with the Smartboard.

Organisation

All classes from Year 1 will have a weekly MFL lesson following the scheme specifically for Dorchester Primary by the MFL coordinator. The session will be as interactive and conversational as possible to develop the pupils' linguistic skills. 

SEN

All pupils at Dorchester Primary School are valued equally, irrespective of ability, race, gender, class and community and will be included as far as possible within the French lessons.
Assessment/recording and reporting

Pupils are assessed in a variety of ways:

· Speaking and Listening

            e.g. Teachers’ questions and pupils’ responses, Pupils’ presentations.

· Marking work and oral feedback.

· Self Evaluation

Other forms of assessment to ensure continuity and progression throughout MFL are work scans and lesson observations to be carried out by coordinator.

Responsibilities

All class teachers ensure children complete MFL activities weekly by either themselves or a specialist teacher.

Role of Subject Leader
The subject leader will ensure that

· an action plan is written and a bid submitted to support it financially

· resources are monitored and ordered where necessary

· standards of teaching and learning are monitored in accordance with the monitoring schedule

· children’s work is reviewed and levelled where necessary
· will ensure there is continuity and progression year on year
· she attends appropriate in service training to keep abreast of current developments and initiatives which are in turn implemented into schemes of work

· she informs staff of new ideas and changes in their subject

· staff are encouraged and supported in the delivery of their subject

· staff maintain an enthusiastic approach to their subject leadership.
Home/School Partnership

Parents will be expected to encourage their child with developing an interest in other languages. They will encourage the value of modern foreign languages.
Equal Opportunities

 All pupils will have access to a Modern Foreign Language irrespective of age, gender, race, disability, gender reassignment, sexual orientation, religion or belief.

 Individual different opinions and ideas will be respected and valued.

Monitoring of this policy

· Members of the Leadership Team and the Chair of the Curriculum Governor Committee will oversee the implementation of this policy.
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