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Policy for Maths
 “Achieving Excellence Together in a Caring Community”

Date of Policy: September 2009
Review Date:   September 2011
Statement of purpose:

At Dorchester Primary School we believe that our central purpose is to provide an inclusive education, giving all children equal opportunities to access all areas of the curriculum, irrespective of any differences of ability, race or gender.

Definition:
Being numerate means having confidence and competence with numbers and measures. It requires understanding of the number system, a range of computational skills and an ability to solve number problems across a variety of contexts.  Maths also demands practical understanding of the ways in which information is gathered by counting and measuring, and is presented in graphs, diagrams, charts and tables.

At Dorchester we believe Maths is a key life skill; without basic numeracy skills our children will be disadvantaged throughout life.

Aims:

This policy is closely linked with the school’s policies on Teaching and Learning, Assessment and Equal Opportunities. 
The general aims of mathematics teaching are:

· to enrich children's aesthetic and linguistic experience,
· provide them with the means of exploring their environment and develop their powers of logical thought 
· equipping them with the numerical skills which will be a powerful tool for later work and study.
Outcomes:

Implementation of this policy will support the children in their capacity to:

· Access the Primary Numeracy (PNS) Years R-7

· Access the National Curriculum for Mathematics

· Achieve the Early Learning Goals / Stepping Stones

· Adhere to specific school aims and policy documents
They will be encouraged to:

· Ask questions
· Develop language skills through talking about their work and presenting their ideas and use mathematical language.

· Use and apply mathematics in practical, real-life, problem-solving situations
· Develop flexible and effective methods of recording
· Develop strategies to determine appropriate responses to mathematics in mental or written forms
· Experience all aspects of mathematics
· Use ICT to support their learning.
Time Commitment:

Years 1-3:  45 minutes per day
Years 4-6:    1 hour per day.
Some year groups in Key Stage 2 set by ability for Maths, if it is appropriate for the children. A small number of children are taught Maths in older year groups to meet their needs more effectively.
Resources:
Dorchester Primary School uses the Primary Numeracy Strategy as a guide but adapts the curriculum to meet the needs of the children as appropriate
Comprehensive Resources are available for KS1 and 2 in the form of ICT based programmes and websites, equipment to support learning, books to enhance problem solving and differentiation, as well as publications/CD roms to support progress published by the PNS.

Annual Maths Week where Maths is taught through a variety of subjects and methods. 
Pupils also visit off site facilities to enhance the Maths curriculum at “Explore Learning”
Assessment:
Pupils are assessed in a variety of ways:

· Questioning, talking, listening

· Self Evaluation

· Marking and written / oral feedback to children

· Daily teacher Assessment

· Summative termly assessments

· Statutory and Optional SATs, NFER Tests

· Curricular Targets

· Foundation Stage Profile

· Tracking and target setting

Other forms of assessment to ensure continuity and progression throughout Maths are work scans and lesson observations to be carried out by the coordinator.
Monitoring/Role of Co-ordinator:
This policy will be monitored by the Maths co-ordinator regularly.  The co-ordinator will also ensure that the policy is working in practice and review it every two years. 

The co-ordinator will, in liaison with Class teachers and Teaching Assistants, children, SLT, SENCO, Assessment Coordinator, Numeracy Governor, LEA, 
· Enthusiastically promote and lead the subject through a creative and exciting curriculum to ensure that the SIP priorities are incorporated into the subject effectively

· Manage a budget and order, store and maintain equipment

· Monitor standards and progress in the subject

· Benchmark the schools results nationally and with similar schools

· Report to governors about the standards, development and children’s progress within the subject

· Ensure resources are appropriate and kept in good order

· Train, support and advise staff when appropriate

· Develop staff knowledge and expertise by raising awareness of all new Maths initiatives including ICT tools available

· Lead school based INSET for all stakeholders when appropriate

· Liaise with other schools to monitor standards

· Be part of the Primary Leadership Team to raise standards in Maths across the school
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