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Statement of Purpose

Computers are now an essential part of our society. They are built into everyday

objects such as tape recorders, washing machines, digital cameras, videos and mobile phones. It is vital that all our children gain confidence and capability in using ICT to prepare for later life. 

This technology enhances and extends a child’s learning across the whole curriculum and through the Internet they are able to communicate with people all over the world. Therefore, at Dorchester Primary, ICT is an integral part of the curriculum. When children use ICT, they are obtaining a set of skills that will, undoubtedly, be required for the routines of life, for pleasure and for creativity in the future.

Nature of subject/Definition

ICT capability is characterised by an ability to use ICT tools and information

sources to analyse, process and present information, and to model, measure and control external events. 

This involves:

• using information sources and ICT tools to solve problems;

• using ICT tools and information sources to support learning in a variety of

contexts;

• understanding the implications of ICT for working life and society.

Aims

The overriding aims of this policy are to:-

· To encourage children to use their own initiative, imagination, reasoning

and investigative skills;

· To use it as an essential tool for learning, for communication, for finding


information, and for controlling and understanding their environment.

Children will be given equality of opportunity I n order to describe,

illustrate, interpret, predict and explain when using technological language

and conventions;

· To develop children’s ICT capability (as outlined in the National

Curriculum), alongside the acquisition of other basic skills during their

primary education;

· To extend their learning in each area of the Curriculum using ICT so that

they reach their full potential and derive pleasure from their learning;

· To learn to work individually and collaboratively;

· opportunities for ICT should be incorporated in all other areas of the

National Curriculum.

· To encourage safe working practices.

· To develop the crucial knowledge, skills and understanding that help them make

sense of the world. This forms the foundation for later work in ICT and other

areas of the curriculum.

Outcomes

Foundation Stage:

The 'Curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage' states that children should

develop the crucial knowledge, skills and understanding that help them make

sense of the world. This forms the foundation for later work in ICT and other

areas of the curriculum.

National Curriculum

In Key Stage 1 and 2 children should be taught to explore and use ICT equipment and software confidently, purposefully and safely to communicate and handle information, and to support their problem solving, recording and expressive work. The level descriptions describe the types and range of performance that pupils at a particular level should characteristically demonstrate. They also indicate progress across these areas in children’s ability to use ICT tools and information sources effectively, investigate problems and consider the effectiveness of ICT when working on a specific task.

At Dorchester Primary we use a scheme of work devised from the National Curriculum programmes of study and the QCA scheme of work.  Children are assessed by completing a self-assessment at the end of each unit.

The programmes of study set out what children should be taught in ICT at both key stages. Our children are given opportunities to apply and develop their ICT capability through the use of ICT tools to support their learning in all subjects. We identify four aspects of ICT in which children will make progress:

• finding things out

• developing ideas and making things happen

• exchanging and sharing information

• reviewing, modifying and evaluating work as it progresses.

Children’s Experiences

Children usually work individually or in pairs although computers are sometimes used by groups for specific activities.

Groups of children using ICT:

• Vary in size from pairs to groups of four, where discussion is concerned;

• May be of mixed ability to enable those who are more competent to help

   those who are less able;

• Are often of mixed gender although sometimes children may work in gender

  groups to ensure that the boys do not monopolise the equipment;

• May be involved in sharing experiences, in a rolling programme (e.g. when a

   new skill is being taught).

As children progress through the school they grow in independence in their use of ICT, gaining in confidence and skills which are built in each year group.

School Provision

Children at Dorchester are encouraged to enjoy ICT through creative cross curricular topics and individual lessons to develop skills. 

Resources

Every classroom has a computer and a printer, all classrooms also have a smartboard and projector. There are also computers in the nursery and the library. The computers (Windows xp) are linked to a network, but they

can operate as a stand-alone, although working, as a stand-alone does not give the same access to all programmes on the network.  The server to the network is housed in the ICT suite.  There is one additional colour laser printer in school (curriculum network) situated in the ICT suite. 

All staff has a personal laptop for school work, all of which have access to the programmes used within school.  All staff are responsible for the proper and safe use of the equipment.

There are five digi blue digital cameras in the ICT suite and each staff laptop also has a digi blue camera for use by all. Since September 2006 each class has their own digital camera for use within lessons and school trips.

An annual subscription with the London Borough of Sutton provides training for staff and general maintenance. Additionally a technician comes in every fortnight for an afternoon to solve problems of a technical nature.

Since November 2000 we now have access to the Internet and Sutton’s intranet. All members of staff have been given a username and password, this also gives them access to the London Grid for Learning.

We are currently in the process of setting up a remote learning station in the school near to the office in order for children to work in small groups with a learning support assistant.

We have also just purchased Espresso for the use in lessons across the key stages.

As part of the government’s initiative to improve the quality of ICT in education, schemes like ‘E-learning credits’ and ‘Laptops for Teachers’ have enabled us to buy software resources and also supply teachers with laptops.

Additionally FODS have supported us financially and we have been able to

buy more ICT equipment like smartboards.

Health and Safety 

We need to consider health and safety issues when using ICT.

One aspect is to do with the hardware itself. We need to consider the following:

1. Where is the computer located in the classroom?

2. How much time per session does each child spend on the computer;

3. How are the seating arrangements: are they correct and comfortable?

4. Is the computer area kept clean and dust free?

5. What about the leads and power points?

Children will be taught how to use tools and equipment safely and to take

reasonable care at all times. They are encouraged to develop their knowledge

and understanding of health and safety when involved in ICT activities.

A new health and safety issue is the use of the Internet and

E-mail messages. The London Borough of Sutton have restricted our access to inappropriate materials by blocking unwanted messages, approving lists and filtering and are monitoring our computers constantly. However, when an

unwanted message appears, there is a ‘Panic button’ on the homepage of

Sutton’s Intranet and both children and staff can report unwanted messages or websites. All members of staff are fully aware of their responsibilities

towards children and will take measures to ensure that children will not be

exposed to unsuitable materials.

Further more we will ensure that no child at Dorchester will be allowed access to the computer or the Internet without adult supervision.

When using projectors and Smartboards staff and children are to follow LBS guidelines on positioning of the projector and any users. A copy of these guidelines is displayed beside each board.

Organisation

All classes in Key stage 1 and 2 should have their own ICT slot two times a week in the ICT suite.  Every class also has a computer within their classroom, as well as a digital camera.  

SEN

All pupils at Dorchester Primary School are valued equally, irrespective of ability, race, gender, class and community. A graduated approach, working collaboratively with colleagues in school including the class teacher and SENCO, identifies and meets the needs of SEN pupils. The Code of Practice omits any reference to gifted children but at our school we recognize that such children have special educational needs. Individual teachers assisted by the Subject Co-ordinators devise ways in which the curriculum can be developed to meet the needs of exceptionally bright pupils.

Assessment/recording and reporting

At Dorchester assessment is regarded as part of the teaching - learning process.

Teacher assessment is an ongoing process during normal class activities through:

• Listening to what children say;

• Observing what children do;

• Looking carefully at what children record.

Assessment is needed to:

• Monitor children’s progress and ensure continuity;

• Diagnose and assist individual needs;

• Provide a framework for future planning;

• Ensure the breadth and depth of the National Curriculum is covered;

• Inform children and parents on the progress they are making in developing

   their ICT skills.

Assessment evidence is obtained through:

• Written (on screen or printed) responses

• Oral responses

• Pictures and drawings

• Graphs

• Files (children have saved on computer)

• Teacher observation

• Records of coverage through a self evaluation sheet

We also encourage the children to assess their own work where appropriate, e.g.

reporting back to peers.

Responsibilities

All class teachers ensure children complete ICT activities weekly. At Dorchester we believe ICT can be used to stimulate learning in all areas of the curriculum.

Role of Co-ordinator

This policy will be monitored by the ICT coordinator regularly.  The coordinator will also ensure that the policy is working in practice and review it every two years. 

The coordinator will ensure that

· An action plan is written and a bid submitted to support it financially

· Resources are monitored and ordered where necessary

· Standards of teaching and learning are monitored in accordance with the monitoring schedule

· Children’s work is reviewed and leveled where necessary

· They attend appropriate in service training to keep abreast of current developments and initiatives which are in turn implemented into schemes of work

· Inform colleagues of new ideas and changes in their subject

· Colleagues are encouraged and supported in the delivery of their subject

· They maintain an enthusiastic approach to their subject leadership.

Home/School Partnership

Parents will be expected to support their child with their ICT home learning. They will be encouraged to value ICT skills and ability by viewing, and by praising their high quality work.

Equal Opportunities

 All pupils will have access to ICT irrespective of age, gender, race, disability, gender reassignment, sexual orientation, religion or belief.

 Individual different opinions and ideas will be respected and valued.

Monitoring of this policy

· Members of the Leadership Team and the Chair of the Curriculum Governor Committee will oversee the implementation of this policy.

Adopted by staff and governors October 2008
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