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Policy for the Creative Arts

“Achieving Excellence Together in a Caring Community”
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Statement of Purpose

At Dorchester Primary School, our central purpose is to provide an inclusive education, 

in the creative arts, giving all children equal opportunities to access all areas of the curriculum, irrespective of any differences of ability, race or gender.
This policy has been agreed by the Governing Body and has been made known to all staff and should be read in conjunction with all school curriculum policies.

Nature of subject/Definition

In line with our Teaching and Learning Policy we actively work to provide an environment that will enable our children to reach their true potential with and through the Arts. The key aim is to enable children to gain the opportunity of expressing an imaginative perspective and gaining skills to assist in a creative curriculum. Enjoyment and enrichment of the school curriculum makes a big difference to pupil learning and staff wellbeing.

Aims

The Creative Arts offer pupils and staff opportunities to:

· Participate in and experience a broad and balanced range of arts activities.

· Creatively express themselves in and through the Arts.

· Be exposed to the technical vocabulary for the Arts.

· Experience arts activities that access other areas of the curriculum and different cultures.

· Raise and develop their self-esteem, confidence and social skills through class activities, performances, exhibitions and individual work.

· Achieve higher attainment in other curriculum areas through the Arts, including ICT, the Humanities, Literacy and Numeracy. 

    -    Foster and develop individual interests in the arts.

Outcomes

Implementation of this policy will support the children in their capacity to: 

· work towards achieving the Early Learning Goals 

· access the National Curriculum in Key Stage One and Two

-   increase enrichment and enjoyment in the curriculum for all stakeholders.
Children’s Experiences

Children will be encouraged to:

· gain an understanding of a wider environment in different cultures

· have their intellect, innovative and creative abilities stimulated

· integrate and apply creative artistic mediums, materials and tools

· develop an understanding of the creative arts

· develop their knowledge of artists and craftspeople and performers

· develop a range of skills through their  creative art work

School Provision

All classes have timetabled sessions to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum (refer to Dorchester Primary Schools policies for Art, Design and Technology, Music, Dance and Literacy policies for more detailed information).
Resources

We have a school hall, which is used for dance, drama, school productions, art displays, visiting storytellers and concerts. The school has lighting and sound systems in the hall.  We have a designated music room, which is used for class music teaching, peripatetic music lessons and extra curricular music activities. 
ICT

Dorchester Primary has a fifteen-station ICT suite available to whole class and small groups. Each classroom has a scanner, printer, camera and interactive whiteboard. Cam-recorders for video recordings, visualisers, speakeasy microphones are available for use throughout the curriculum to capture and evaluate learning. The Channel for Life TV has been installed to promote creativity to parents, visitors and the pupils.
Organisation

All classes in Key Stage 2 should have their own art equipment. Key stage 1 has a central store and a shared art area. 

Extra curricular 

At Dorchester we provide a number of out of hours and lunchtime creative arts activities. These include recorder groups, dance lessons, creative crafts and a thriving school choir. All children in Year 4 have the opportunity to learn either the clarinet or the trumpet. Peripatetic teachers visit school and offer a range of group and individual instrument lessons.

We annually perform in the Key Stage One, two borough music festivals and have in the past taken groups of children to perform at the Royal Albert Hall and the O2.
Creative Arts days
These days focus the whole school on arts activities. A theme is chosen and wide ranges of activities are offered to all pupils and staff. Staff and parental expertise is used to good effect during this week. An exhibition of work follows sharing pupils work with parents.
SEN

All pupils at Dorchester Primary School are valued equally, irrespective of ability, race, gender, class and community. A graduated approach, working collaboratively with colleagues in school including the class teacher and SENCO, identifies and meets the needs of SEN pupils. The Code of Practice omits any reference to gifted and talented children but at our school we recognise that such children have special educational needs. Individual teachers assisted by the subject co-ordinators devise ways in which the curriculum can be developed to meet the needs of exceptionally bright pupils.

Assessment/recording and reporting

In line with our teaching and learning policy the arts are planned within year group planning sessions. Copies of termly plans are read by the individual arts coordinators, who then monitor progression across year groups. Learning outcomes are structured appropriately for each lesson. Assessment is measured against these criteria.

Assessment can take various forms:
· Comparison with pupil’s previous work.

· Pupil Self Assessment

· Pupil’s ability to select appropriate materials.

· Pupil’s organisational and collaborative skills.

· Pupil’s ability to respond to the creative curriculum.

· Judgement of pupil’s developmental skills.

Evidence for assessment is kept in a variety of forms. These include sketchbooks, photographs, video and tape recordings.
Responsibilities

All class teachers ensure children complete a variety of creative art activities weekly. At Dorchester we believe the creative arts can be used to stimulate learning in all areas of the curriculum.

Role of Co-ordinator

The Individual Arts Co-ordinators will monitor this policy regularly. The co-ordinators will also ensure that the policy is working in practice and review it every three years.

The co-ordinators will ensure that:

· an action plan is written and evaluated
· resources are monitored and ordered where necessary

· standards of teaching and learning are monitored in accordance with the monitoring schedule

· children's work is reviewed and levelled where necessary

· they attend appropriate training to keep abreast of current developments and initiatives which are in turn implemented into schemes of work

· inform staff of new ideas and changes in their subject

· they encourage and support staff in the delivery of their subject

    -   they maintain an enthusiastic approach to their subject.
Home/School Partnership

Parents will be expected to support their child with their topic home learning. They will be encouraged to value Creative Art and Design skills and ability by viewing and by praising their high quality work.

Equal Opportunities

 All pupils will have access to the Creative Arts irrespective of age, gender, race, disability, gender reassignment, sexual orientation, religion or belief.

 Individual different opinions and ideas will be respected and valued.

Monitoring of this policy

· Members of the Leadership Team and the Chair of the Curriculum Governor Committee will oversee the implementation of this policy.
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