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“Achieving Excellence Together in a Caring Community”
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Statement of Purpose

At Dorchester Primary School, our central purpose is to provide an inclusive education, giving all children equal opportunities to access all areas of the curriculum, irrespective of any differences of ability, race or gender.

We believe that Art and Design is an important subject and that it should be taught weekly encouraging pupils to explore colour, design and textiles through a variety of stimuli and experiences.

This policy has been agreed by the Governing Body and has been made known to all staff and should be read in conjunction with all school policies especially design and technology.

Nature of subject/Definition

Art is very diverse subject including both two and three dimensional work and an appreciation of the work of both artists and craftspeople.  The key aim is to enable children to gain the opportunity of expressing an imaginative perspective and gaining skills to assist in a creative curriculum.  Art encourages learning through ‘doing’ and provides an excellent basis for enhancing and consolidating work in other areas.  

Aims

The overriding aims of this policy are to:-

· Stimulate children’s creativity and imagination by providing visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to the world.

· Develop children’s experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to the world.

· Develop children’s understanding of colour, form, texture, pattern and their ability to use materials and processes to communicate ideas, feelings and meanings.

· Explore ideas and meanings in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers and help them learn about different roles and about the functions of art, craft and design in their own lives and in different times and cultures.

· Help children to learn how to make thoughtful judgments and aesthetic and practical decisions and become actively involved in shaping environments.

Outcomes

Implementation of this policy will support the children in their capacity to: 

· work towards achieving the Early Learning Goals through Creative Development

· access the National Curriculum for Art and Design in Key Stages One and Two

Children’s Experiences

Children will be encouraged to:

· gain an understanding of a wider environment in different cultures

· have their intellect, innovative and creative abilities stimulated

· integrate and apply artistic mediums, materials and tools

· develop an understanding of colour, line, tone, form, texture and pattern 

· develop their knowledge of artists and craftspeople

· develop a range of skills through their art work

· increase knowledge of shape and space through two and three dimensional work

School Provision

Children at Dorchester are encouraged to enjoy art and design through creative cross curricular topics and individual lessons to develop skills. There is an annual Arts week in conjunction with the other creative arts taught at Dorchester.

Resources

Dorchester Primary School follows units from the QCA Scheme of Work in both Key Stage One and Key Stage Two.  The Scheme of Work has been extended to include work on a variety of artists.  The resources that are needed are identified in the Schemes of Work.  Most art resources are stored in the creative area in Key Stage One.  However, Foundation Stage and Key Stage Two classes have their own supplies of paint, brushes etc. which are stored in their own classrooms.

Organisation
All classes in Key stage 2 should have their own art equipment. Key stage 1 has a central store and a shared art area. 

SEN

All pupils at Dorchester Primary School are valued equally, irrespective of ability, race, gender, class and community. A graduated approach, working collaboratively with colleagues in school including the class teacher and SENCO, identifies and meets the needs of SEN pupils. The Code of Practice omits any reference to gifted children but at our school we recognize that such children have special educational needs. Individual teachers assisted by the subject co-ordinators devise ways in which the curriculum can be developed to meet the needs of exceptionally bright pupils.

Assessment/recording and reporting

In addition to ongoing formative assessment throughout the year e.g. talking to the children, observing them working, listening to their discussions or questioning, evidence of work can also be seen in the children’s sketch books or through work carried out using the digital camera.

Class assessment sheets are used at the end of every unit including the work on the given artists.  This provides the teacher with the level at which the children are working.  This provides a record of their level of achievement as above average, average and below average.  The assessment sheet also includes a comment to help inform future planning.

Class teachers also write a report at the end of each academic year.  This includes a section to inform the parents of their children’s progress and ability in Art and Design.

Responsibilities

All class teachers ensure children complete art activities weekly. At Dorchester we believe art can be used to stimulate learning in all areas of the curriculum.

Role of Co-ordinator

The Art and Design Co-ordinator will monitor this policy regularly.  The co-cordinator will ensure that:

· an action plan is written and a bid submitted to support it financially

· resources are monitored and ordered where necessary

· standards of teaching and learning are monitored in accordance with the monitoring schedule

· children’s work is reviewed and leveled where necessary

· they attend appropriate in service training to keep abreast of current developments which are in turn implemented into schemes of work

· they inform colleagues of new ideas and changes in their subject

· they maintain an enthusiastic approach to their subject leadership

· they strive to develop skill based learning and progression throughout the school.

Home/School Partnership

Parents will be expected to support their child with their art or topic home learning. They will be encouraged to value Art and design skills and ability by viewing, and if possible, purchasing their Art work and by praising their high quality work.

Equal Opportunities

 All pupils will have access to art irrespective of age, gender, race, disability, gender reassignment, sexual orientation, religion or belief.

 Individual different opinions and ideas will be respected and valued.

Monitoring of this policy

· Members of the Leadership Team and the Chair of the Curriculum Governor Committee will oversee the implementation of this policy.
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